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 ALGER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

 
November 18, 2013 

 
Minutes are subject to corrections and approval 

 
 Pursuant to recess, the Alger County Board of Commissioners convened in the conference room of the county 

building at 4:00 p.m. on the above date. 

 The meeting was called to order by Chairman Doucette with the following Commissioners present:  

Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Absent – none. 

 The board of commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 Public comment session was open.  There was no public comment from the floor; thus, the public comment 

session was closed. 

              Commissioner Doucette said that he wants to amend the agenda to add the hiring of the Deputy Emergency 

Management Coordinator as item number 12.  On a motion by Commissioner VanLandschoot and seconded by 

Commissioner Pullen to approve the amended agenda.  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners 

Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

 On a motion by Commissioner Pullen and seconded by Commissioner Mattson to approve the Regular Board of 

Commissioners minutes of October 21, 2013.  Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, 

Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

Sheila Peters was present to discuss the health insurance.  She said that with a family plan, the employee pays $32 

per pay period with a $350 deductible and prescriptions with a cost of 10/40/80.  She said that to keep comparable they 

found Consumers Mutual.  She said a lot of the U.P. is changing to Consumers Mutual and that they are a little more 

affordable.  She explained the differences in the costs and keeping a $500 deductible with the employee paying a $350 per 

person deductible.  She said that the new plan offers a side of 26 chronic illnesses.  Of those illnesses, the office visits 

change and so do the generic drugs that are covered.  She said that there is a $30 copay for mental health.  Morgan White 

does not cover any of those charges.  She said that the employees had to pay the amounts for those charges.  She said that 

the insurance committee is pitching a 90/10 split instead of the $18 single, $25 couple, or $32 for family.  Sheila said that 

the benefit package isn’t as good as in the past.  She said that the retirees will stay on the Blue Cross Blue Shield plan and 

those who turn 65 will go onto the Nebco plan.  Commissioner Pullen said that Schoolcraft County has gone to Consumers 

Mutual.  Commissioner Pullen said that they thought one plan would be the best for the county because of different 

situations.  Commissioner Mattson asked about the cost savings for 80/20.  Ron Pierce from City Insurance said that they 

would save approximately 10%, which would be $10,000.  Ron said that the Consumers Mutual works well in the U.P.  He 

said that you won’t need a referral, but would have to make sure that it is in the network.  A decision on the health 

insurance will be at the special board meeting on Wednesday.  Ron said that he will get the clerk a few dates for a meeting 

for the employees and for the retirees. 

There was discussion on a dependent of an employee on the insurance.  Commissioner Pullen said because of the 

change of the date of December 1st the board needs to make a decision to cover their dependent through the month of 

December or stop their coverage as of December 1st.    It was discussed that because the parent was not contacted that the 

board could stop his coverage as of December 1st, it would not be right to stop for the month of December and that the 

parent knew the dependent was covered through the end of the year.  It was discussed that from now on the end of the 

month that the dependent turns 26, they will be terminated from the policy.   

There was discussion on Judge Luoma wanting to purchase a new lap top in the amount of $1,166.38 and that 

there should be no tax on the proposal.  On a motion by Commissioner Mattson and seconded by Commissioner Pullen to 

authorize Judge Luoma to purchase a new lap top from Compudyne in the amount of $1,100.36 and an hourly rate of $75.  

Motion carried by the following vote:  Ayes – Commissioners Mattson, Pullen, Rondeau, VanLandschoot, and Doucette.  

Nays – none.  Absent – none. 

There was discussion on supporting Mayor Rod DesJardins and Chief of Police John Nelson to contact the U.S. 

Attorney’s office in Marquette regarding U.S. Forest Service Law Enforcement Officer Louis Cote.  The sheriff said that he 

has talked with Chief Nelson and said that the Mayor already called the U.S. Attorney’s office and that the U.S. Attorney’s 

office said that they do not do those types of investigation and that it would be more appropriate for the FBI to investigate.  

Because of hearsay and not having things in writing with the U.S. Forest Service Supervisor, there was no action taken. 
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On a motion by Commissioner Mattson and seconded by Commissioner VanLandschoot to adopt the 2013 

amended apportionment report as follows: 

 

 

 




